
 

Issue 1: Autumn Term   Friday 4th September 2026 

 

Dear Families of St Joseph's, 
  

As I wrote earlier this week, 'Welcome Back!' It has been lovely to see you again and hear about your summer 
holidays. 
 
The children have come back brilliantly. As I have walked round the classes this week I have commented on their 
focus and engagement. They all seem to be settling into their new classes very well. New beginnings can be 
worrying (for children and adults alike!) but day by day things settle into a pattern.  
 
In assembly on Wednesday, we reflected about the journey ahead and the children seemed determined to do 
their 'Personal Bests' from day 1! We reinforced the importance of respect and kindness for all. We prayed for the 
whole school community. We gave thanks for those who have had a lovely, happy holiday and we prayed for those 
who have experienced difficult times. If you have had a difficult time, please know you have been prayed for. 
 
In assembly we also spoke about trying to show even more respect in the lunch hall by not leaving food on the floor 
after the service (it's also not good to waste food when others in our world have little to eat). I talked about making 
sure we are giving every member of our community the dignity they deserve (including the catering staff and the 
cleaners). The children agreed this was something they wanted to improve too and the first days have been very 
good - well done and thank you for listening so maturely children.   
 
I have loved the little anecdotal conversations with the children as I see them across the day: 
 
'Mr Stacey, I have got a new skateboard!' 
'Mr Stacey, do you like my new haircut?' 
'Mr Stacey, I went to Rome and visited the Vatican.' 
'Mr Stacey, did you have a nice holiday?' 
 
I explained that I spent some time in Cornwall by the coast and some time in the Lake District by the mountains. It 
made me appreciate the wonder of God's creation that's for sure. Often when I find myself thinking about the 
wonder of God's creation in a beautiful place, I am drawn to offer a prayer. So please know that the families, 
children and staff of St Joseph's have been prayed for in nearly all corners of the country this summer!  
 
I look forward to the year ahead and achieving much together. 'Through Christ, we achieve our Personal Best!' 
 
Thank you in advance for your support and partnership as we strive to continue to make St Joseph's a very special 
place to be; where children flourish, grow in every way and are happy. 
 
God Bless, 
 
James Stacey 

Head of School 
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Important Notices 
 
 

Attendance 
Please ensure that your children are in school on time, every day. The doors open at 8.45 

a.m. The register is taken promptly at 9.00 a.m. The link between regular school 
attendance and improved future life chances is undeniable. Please know that when we talk 
to you about attendance it is because we want the best possible outcomes for your child. 

If your child is not going to be in school for any reason, it is your duty to contact the school 
to let us know this and the reason for the absence. This is a safeguarding matter. 

 
Allergies 

Please inform Mrs Bartley as soon as possible if your child has an allergy that the school 
needs to be aware of. Plesae kindly email, or phone the school office (or see Mrs Bartley at 

drop-off in the morning). 
 

Medication 
If your child requires any medication (e.g. auto-injectors, asthma pumps etc) - please 
ensure that these are always in school and in date. Please provide as much detail as 

possible and any paperwork that is required. Medication should be clearly labelled and in 
the original boxes. 

Please know that when we talk to you about your child's medication we are trying to fulfil 
our duty of care to ensure every child is safe in school. 

 
Snacks 

Any snacks brought to school must be NUT FREE. Chocolate and fizzy drinks are not 
allowed as snacks in school or at after-school clubs. Thank you for your support in this. 

 
Uniform 

Please ensure that correct uniform is always worn so that St Joseph's children are as smart 
as can be in school and out of school (where they are our Ambassadors in the local 

community!). The full uniform list can be found on the school website, or through the 
school suppliers School Uniform Direct. 

Trainers are NOT to be worn apart from PE lessons. 
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CATHOLIC LIFE 

 
Prayer for the year ahead: 
 
 

Loving God, 
As we begin this new school year, we thank You for the gift of new beginnings, new 

opportunities, and new friendships. 
Bless our school community. Fill our classrooms with joy, kindness, curiosity, and respect. 
Help us to support one another, celebrate each other's successes, and show compassion 

when times are difficult. 
Guide our pupils as they learn and grow. Give them confidence to try their best, courage to 

face challenges, and determination to never give up. Help every child discover their gifts and 
talents and to achieve their personal best in all that they do. 

Bless our teachers and staff with wisdom, patience, and enthusiasm as they inspire and care 
for those entrusted to them. 

Bless our families and all who support our school. May we work together in friendship and 
understanding for the good of every child. 

May this year be filled with happiness, achievement, good health, and many blessings. Help 
us to walk each day in faith, hope, and love, always remembering that You are with us. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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PE Uniform Notice 

After discussions with our uniform suppliers; the PE Tracksuit top remains a compulsory item of uniform. 

However, children can wear plain, bottle green, jogging / tracksuit bottoms (no leggings please). The jogging 

bottoms / tracksuit bottoms should not have logos on them (e.g. no branded sportswear). Thank you for your 

support in helping our children to look super smart at all times. 

 

Trainers are not to be worn 

(apart from during PE) 

Dates for The Diary 
 

Monday 7th September : Reception children new to St Joseph's only begin school. Nursery 
staggered start begins 

 
Tuesday 8th September all Reception children to attend school 

 
Monday 14th September: After-school clubs begin this week 

 
Meet the teacher:     

Monday 7th September Year 1 3.45-4.30pm 
Tuesday 8th September Year 2 3.45-4.30pm 

Wednesday 9th September Year 3 & EYFS 3.45-4.30pm 
Thursday 10th September Year 4 3.45-4.30pm 

Friday 11th September Year 5 & Year 6 3.45-4.30pm 
 

 
 

 

Happy Birthday this week to… 
 

Eldana Year 4 

Sebastian Year 4 

Raphie Year 1 

Della Year 6 

 

 

We hope you had an amazing day! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

Meet The Teacher 
 
 
Please note the important information below about next week's 'Meet The Teacher' meetings. 
During these in-person, group meetings in your child's classroom, you will hear important 
information about class routines, expectations and the curriculum. Please make every effort to 
attend. 
 
'Meet The Teacher' meetings will take place next week, after school, as per the following rota: 
 

Monday 7th September - 3.45 - YEAR 1 
 

Tuesday 8th September - 3.45 - YEAR 2 
 

Wednesday 9th September - 3.45 - YEAR 3 
 

Wednesday 9th September - 3.45 - EYFS 
 

Thursday 10th September - 3.45 - YEAR 4 
 

Friday 11th September - 3.45 - YEAR 5 
 

Friday 11th September - 3.45 - YEAR 6 
 
+ Please collect your child at the usual pick-up times and come back to the school garden 
for just before 3.45 p.m. 
 
+ Your children will be supervised by members of staff in the EYFS during the meetings, which 
should last approximately 30 minutes. 
 
+ If you cannot make the meeting, a PDF version of the information will be emailed to you. 
 
 
We do hope that you are able to take up this opportunity to hear from your child's teacher and see 
their new classroom. 

 
 
 

 Attendance Message 
 

Please note: 
 

Government guidance makes clear that a family holiday during 
term time is not considered an exceptional circumstance for 

authorising absence. Parents are therefore strongly encouraged 
to arrange holidays during the school holidays wherever 

possible. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to School: Check Your Child’s Vaccinations – Primary Schools 
  

  

 As children return to primary school, it’s important to make sure their vaccinations are up 
to date. 

 Vaccines protect against serious illnesses like measles and whooping cough, which can 
spread easily in primary schools. 

 The Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR) vaccine is especially vital as cases of measles are 
rising in London.  

 Other important vaccines at this stage include the 4-in-1 pre-school booster (against 
diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough and polio).  

 Vaccinations are free on the NHS and are the best way to protect your child and others 
around them.  

 If your child is not vaccinated, they are not protected. If you’re not sure what vaccinations 
your child has had contact your GP. If they have missed any vaccines, it’s not too late to 
catch up. 

  
More information: www.nhs.uk/childhoodvaccinations 
  
Back to School Poster 
 
  
Catch-Up Vaccination Clinics 
  
Vaccination UK offer catch-up clinics for childhood vaccinations. Walk-ins are welcome, but 
booking is recommended. 
  
Kensington & Chelsea 
Telephone: 02038899925 
Email: kensington.chelsea@vaccinationuk.co.uk 

 

Online Safety 
 

As children spend more time online, it’s important to talk to them about staying 
safe when interacting with people they don’t know. Friends Against Scams has 
created some helpful resources for parents and carers, covering the potential 

risks children may face through gaming sites, social media and other online 
platforms. Take a look at the resources below for useful advice on keeping 

children safe online. 
 

https://www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/stranger-danger 

http://www.nhs.uk/childhoodvaccinations
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